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Proclamation 


OF 


Abraham  Lincoln 

ISSUED  MARCH  30th,  1863 


Being  deeply  impressed  with  the  truths  contained  in 
this  proclamation,  and  with  their  special  application  to  the 
conditions  which  confront  us  as  a  nation  in  this  hour  of 
trial,  the  presidency  and  bishoprics  of  Liberty  Stake,  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  have  had 
the  same  printed  for  general  distribution  in  the  homes  of 
the  people,  in  the  hope  that  all  readers  may  be  reminded 
that  there  is  a  Supreme  Ruler  of  heaven  and  earth  who 
claims  the  humble  devotion  of  all  men. 


PRO  CLAMATI ON 


Whereas  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  devoutly  rec- 
ognizing the  supreme  authority  and  just  government  of 
Ahnighty  God  in  all  the  affairs  of  men  and  nations,  has  by 
a  resolution  requested  the  President  to  designate  and  set 
apart  a  day  for  national  prayer  and  humiliation;  and 

Whereas,  it  is  the  duty  of  nations  as  well  as  of  men  to 
own  their  dependence  upon  the  overruling  power  of  God, 
to  confess  their  sins  and  transgressions  in  humble  sorrow, 
yet  with  assured  hope  that  genuine  repentance  will  lead 
to  mercy  and  pardon,  and  to  recognize  the  sublime  truth, 
announced  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  proven  by  all  his- 
tory, that  those  nations  only  are  blessed  whose  God  is  the 
Lord; 

And,  insomuch  as  we  know  that  by  His  divine  law 
nations,  like  individuals,  are  subjected  to  pimishments  and 
chastisements  in  this  world,  may  we  not  justly  fear  that  the 
awful  calamity  of  civil  war  which  now  desolates  the  land 
may  be  but  a  punishment  inflicted  upon  us  for  our  pre- 
siunptuous  sins,  to  the  needful  end  of  our  national  reforma 
tion  as  a  whole  people?  We  have  been  the  recipients  of 
the  choicest  bounties  of  Heaven;  we  have  been  preserved 
these  many  years  in  peace  and  prosperity;  we  have  grown 
in  numbers,  wealth,  and  power  as  no  other  nation  has  ever 
grown.  But  we  have  forgotten  God.  We  have  forgotten 
the  gracious  hand  which  preserved  us  in  peace  and  multi- 
plied and  enriched  and  strengthened  us,  and  we  have 
vainly  imagined,  in  the  deceitfulness  of  our  hearts,  that  all 
these  blessings  were  produced  by  some  superior  wisdom 
and  virtue  of  our  own.  Intoxicated  with  unbroken  success, 
we  have  become  too  self-sufficient  to  feel  the  necessity  of 
redeeming  and  preserving  grace,  too  proud  to  pray  to  the 
God  that  made  us. 

It  behooves  us,  then,  to  humble  ourselves  before  the 
offended  Power,  to  confess  our  national  sins,  and  to  pray 
for  clemency  and  forgiveness. 

Now,  therefore,  in  compliance  with  the  request,  and 
fully  concurring  in  the  views  of  the  Senate,  I  do  by  this  my 


proclamation  designate  and  set  apart  Thursday,  the  30th 
day  of  April,  1863,  as  a  day  of  national  humiliation,  fast- 
ing, and  prayer.  And  I  do  hereby  request  all  the  people  to 
abstain  on  that  day  from  their  secular  pursuits,  and  to  imite 
at  their  several  places  of  public  worship  and  their  respec- 
tive homes  in  keeping  the  day  holy  to  the  Lord  and  devoted 
to  the  humble  discharge  of  the  religious  duties  proper  to 
that  solemn  occasion. 

All  this  being  done  in  sincerity  and  truth,  let  us  then 
rest  humbly  in  the  hope  authorized  by  the  divine  teachings 
that  the  united  cry  of  the  nation  will  be  heard  on  high  and 
answered  with  blessings  no  less  than  the  pardon  of  our  na- 
tional sins  and  the  restoration  of  our  now  divided  and  suf- 
fering country  to  its  former  happy  condition  of  unity  and 
peace. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  30th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1863,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
the  eightyrcighth. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 


Under  dates  of  July  15th  and  October  3rd  of  the  same 
year  other  proclamations  designating  days  of  thanksgiving 
and  praise  were  issued. 

The  latter  of  these  acknowledges  blessings  that  had 
come  to  the  people  and  to  the  armies  and  navies  of  the 
Union  so  extraordinary  in  character  that  they  could  "not 
fail  to  penetrate  and  soften  even  the  heart  habitually  insen- 
sible to  the  ever  watchful  providence  of  Almighty  God," 
and  then  continues, 

"No  human  counsel  hath  devised  nor  hath  any  mortal 
hand  worked  out  these  great  things.  They  are  the  gracious 
gifts  of  the  Most  High  God,  who,  while  dealing  with  us  in 
anger  for  our  sins,  hath  nevertheless  remembered  mercy. 

"It  has  seemed  to  me  fit  and  proper  that  they  should  be 
solemnly,  reverently  and  gratefully  acknowledged,  as  with 
one  heart  and  one  voice." 
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